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TO CHAPTER OFFICERS 


The Fourth Biennial Convention of Pi Kappa Delta will be held at 
Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa, from March 28th to 30th inclusive. This 
will be a great national gathering with representatives from the four cor- 
ners of the country. The growth of our Order since the last Convention 
has been phenomenal and apparently is going to continue. This growth, 
encouraging as it is, has brought to the National Council perplexing prob- 
lems which it looks to the Convention to solve. The right policies adopted 
at our Simpson College meeting should make of Pi Kappa Delta a powerful 
national organization which has in itself tremendous possibilities for con- 
structive contributions to democracy. We are earnestly hoping for a hun- 
dred per cent representation of our chapters and at the present writing it 
seems as though our hopes are to be realized. 

Let us urge upon you Chapter Officers the following points: 

1. SEND A DELEGATE IF YOU POSSIBLY CAN. 

2. If you cannot possibly send a delegate, GIVE YOUR PROXY to some 
other chapter, preferably to one located near you. 

38. HAVE A REPORT OF YOUR CHAPTER, covering its history for the 
past two years, to present to the Convention. Condense this, if possible, to 
200 words, as it will be published in the next FORENSIC. If you are unable 
to send a delegate give this report to your proxy or send it to the Conven- 
tion, care of Professor W. C. Dennis. Failure to present this report sub- 
jects your chapter to a fine. 

4. Have your ANNUAL DUES and FINES PAID UP so that the National 
Treasurer may close his books satisfactorily. 

5. IMMEDIATELY upon receipt of this issue CALL A MEETING of 
your chapter to discuss matters pertaining to the Convention which are 
mentioned here and on other pages, so that your delegation may have con- 
structive suggestions and criticisms to offer in connection with the Con- 
stitution, the Ritual, and the General Good of the Order. The ideas of your 
chapter may be embodied in a series of resolutions to be appended to your 
report. Such resolutions will be referred to their proper committees. 

Pi Kappa Delta is intensely alive. If your chapter is not sharing in the 
enthusiasm which characterizes the organization as a whole, by all man- 
ner of means use every effort to send a delegation to the Convention. It 
will mean the revival of forensics in your institution. 


ATTENTION 


Will each chapter sending a delegation to the Convention kindly notify 
Professor W. C. Dennis, Simpson College, Indianola, lowa, as soon as possi- 
ble, as to the number of delegates that it expects to send? Simpson Col- 
lege has generously consented to act as host to the Convention to the ex- 
tent of housing the entire delegation. Will you not do our host the courtesy 
of indicating as far ahead as you can the size of your delegation? It is un- 
derstood that the delegates will provide their own meals. 
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SIMPSON COLLEGE, OUR HOST 


The college which is opening its hospitable doors to the Fourth Biennial 
Convention of Pi Kappa Delta, was founded in the year 1860 by the Western 
Iowa Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Simpson College is 
located at Indianola, Iowa, some twenty miles from Des Moines. Indianola, 
with a population of 3,500, is one of the most attractive of the smaller cities 
of the Middle West. An especially beautiful city park adjoins the College 
Campus which comprises sixteen acres. There are eight buildings in all. 
About 700 students are in attendance at Simpson College. Literary socie- 
ties flourish in this institution, there being six in all. Forensics have heen 
very prominent at Simpson for many years and her representatives have 
acquitted themselves with marked distinction. 

The Iowa Epsilon chapter was installed at Simpson on December 7, 1918, 
with twelve charter members. Professor Chas. A. Marsh, National Secre- 
tary was installing officer. Since her entrance into the Pi Kappa Delta 
triangle, Iowa Epsilon has been very much alive and has made herself felt 
in the life of the college. 


FORENSICS AT SIMPSON COLLEGE 


The forensics of Simpson College have always ranked on a par with those 
of all other similar schools in the State. In 1916 Simpson produced two 
state prize winners in oratory. Fred Ingvolstadt won the Old Line State 
Contest; Joseph Miller won the State Peace Contest. 

In 1917 Joseph Miller placed third in the Old Line State Contest. Ben- 
jamin Hamilton took second in the 1918 State Prohibition Contest. In 1920 
Bert Evans won third in the Old Line State and this year Cloyd Connor 
shows promise of ranking with the best if he does not take first prize in the 
State Contest. 


In the last five years Simpson debaters have won sixty-one per cent of all 
intercollegiate debates. The girls have participated in ten debates and have 
won seven. The boys have debated twenty-six times for a record of fifteen 
favorable decisions. Last year Simpson engaged in fourteen debates, win- 
ning seven of these. One men’s team won six out of nine debates on a trip 
through Kansas and Oklahoma. Altogether Simpson’s debaters, men and 
women, have won twenty-two out of thirty-six contests during the five vears 
Professor Dennis has been at Simpson. 


HOW TO REACH INDIANOLA 


Delegates to the Convention should secure the latest Rock Island time 
tables. Table 11 gives the trains running between Des Moines and In- 
dianola. Trains leave Des Moines at 6:15 A.M., 11:20 A.M., 2:40 P.M., and 
5:00 P.M. The run to Indianola is made in about an hour’s time. 


Delegates from Kansas City must leave that point at 11:30 P. M., to reach 
Carlisle for connections with Local No. 465 which passes through Carlisle 
on the way to Indianola at 6:43 A.M., arriving at Indianola at 7:34 A.M. 
They do not need to go to Des Moines. 


Delegates from Minneapolis and St. Paul may take a Monday evening 
train, No. 60-69, leaving Minneapolis at 10:20 P.M., which will put them 
into Carlisle in time for local No. 481, arriving at Indianola at 12:10 P.M. 
The Rock Island, No. 64-439 out of Minneapolis and St. Paul, obliges the 
delegates to spend the night in Des Moines. 
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PROGRAM OF FOURTH BIENNIAL CONVENTION OF PI 


Tuesday, March 28. 
9 A. M. to Noon. 
10 
11 


1:30 P. M. 


Wednesday, March 29. 
9:30 A. M. 





1:30 P. M. 
3:00 
8:00 
Thursday, March 30. 
9:30 A. M. 
1:30 P. M. 


3:30 
6:00 


KAPPA DELTA 


Registration and assignments. 

Meeting of National Council. 

Presentation to National Council by Chapters or 
groups of special business or requests. 

Opening Session. 

Address of Welcome—Representative of Simpson 
College. 

Reply—Professor E. R. Nichols. 

Reading of minutes of Third Biennial Convention. 
Roll Call of Chapters. 

Organization of Convention. 

Appointment of Committees. 

Announcements. 

Meeting of committees for organization and pre- 
liminary business. 

Oratorical Preliminaries (in groups). 

Informal reception given by lowa Epsilon to Col- 
lege authorities, National Officers, and delegates. 
Convention Debate—Simpson College vs. a visit- 
ing team. 


Business Session. 
Reports of Standing Committees. 
Report of National Secretary. 
Report of National Treasurer. 
Report of National Historian. 
President’s Address. 


Committee Meetings. 
Business Session—Assembly. 
National Oratorical Finals. 


Business Session—Assembly. 


Round Table Conference of Order of Instruction. 
Round Table Conference of Order of Oratory. 
Round Table Conference of Order of Debate. 


Business Session—Assembly. 
Banquet—Final Session. 


VOTING REGULATIONS 
1. Each chapter of Pi Kappa Delta in good standing is entitled to one 


vote. 


2. To be in good standing, a chapter must have paid to the National 
Treasurer within the current academic year dues for five members; and 
must also have paid any fines which may have been imposed for failure to 
reply to information requested by a National Officer. 

3. No member whose dues are unpaid will be entitled to sit as a delegate 


in the Convention. 
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CONVENTION AGENDA 


We are giving here five of the most important questions to come before 
Pi Kappa Delta at its Fourth Biennial Convention next March. We trust 
that every chapter will give these matters careful consideration so that all 
delegates may come prepared to join in the discussion and to offer con- 
structive suggestions. The questions are as follows: 


1. Shall the National Council be reorganized so as to concentrate in one 
office all the details of the work of the present National Officers? This de- 
tail work would be under the supervision of an officer to be known as the 
National Secretary-lreasurer or, perhaps, the National Secretary. The 
other officers of the National Council would act merely as a board before 
whom would come all matters of policy, the granting of charters, extreme 
cases of discipline, and any applications of the Constitution for which there 
is no clearly established precedent. They would also act as a superior court 
of appeal in disputes, it being understood that the Biennial Convention of 
Pi Kappa Delta constitutes the final court of appeal. This new officer 
would receive all membership applications and dues, would issue all mem- 
bership cards, would fill all key orders, would keep the Grand Catalogue, 
would issue charters after they were granted by the National Council, would 
send out all notices and care for all the general correspondence of the 
Order, would receive all the exchanges and prepare the News and Exchange 
columns for THE FORENSIC, would see to the printing and distributing 
of the magazine, would pay all bills for the same, after approval by the ap- 
pointed officer of the National Council. In short, this officer would attend 
to all the detailed work of the present officers which with the enormous 
growth of Pi Kappa Delta has become a heavy burden to these officers. 
There would be a distinct advantage in having all the business of Pi Kappa 
Delta directed to one office instead of to several, as is now the case. It 
is understood that this new officer should receive from the revenues of 
Pi Kappa Delta a sum of money sufficient to pay him for his time in at- 
tending to this work or to enable him to employ competent clerical assist- 
ance to care for it. 


2. Shall there be a revision of the method of granting advanced degrees 
in Pi Kappa Delta? It is felt by some members of the National Council 
that it might be well to grant advanced degrees to members of the Order of 
Debate without reference to favorable decisions by the judges, and solely up- 
on the basis of experience. For this change two reasons are advanced. First, 
judges, though for the most part honest in their decisions, often render 
these decisions in an arbitrary fashion or are subconsciously influenced by 
their own opinions on the subject under discussion. Second, the work of a 
really fine debater is sometimes so neutralized by the work of less capable 
debaters on his side that the decision goes to his opponents. 


3. Shall Pi Kappa Delta continue to recognize intramural forensics? Or 
shall we from now on refuse to recognize any contests not intercollegiate? 
At present we recognize a number of local contests. We are being asked to 
recognize an increasing number of whose forensic quality we have diffi- 
culty in judging. 


4. What action is Pi Kappa Delta going to take with regard to the “judge- 
less debate,” the “Open Forum debate,” the extemporaneous speaking con- 
test? 


5. Shall Pi Kappa Delta seek international expansion and thus become 
an International organization? 











PROFESSOR W..C. DENNIS 


Professor Dennis, a highly esteemed and much honored member of Simp- 
son College faculty, is making extensive plans for the success of the Pi 
Kappa Delta National Convention to be held at Simpson College, Indianola, 
lowa, in the spring of 1922. 

Professor Dennis has had a wide range of experience in public speaking 
work, both as a student and as an instructor. His first years in search of 
higher education were spent at Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio. 
In 1897 he received his A. B. degree from that institution. In 1898-1899 he 
took a special course in oratory and public speaking at the same University 
In the winter of 1900 Professor Dennis enrolled in the Northwestern Univer- 
sity School of Oratory from which he graduated in 1901. The following fall 
he accepted a position as public speaking instructor at Taylor University, 
Indiana. During the year he took special work and received his A. M. de- 
gree in 1902. He remained at Taylor University as public speaking instruc- 
tor until 1906, and during these five years Taylor men won three state con- 
tests 

In the fall of 1906 he moved farther west and took up work as head of the 
public speaking department at the Central Holiness University located at 
Oskaloosa, lowa. Under his direction C. H. U. orators won two state con- 
tests In 1911 Professor Dennis returned to Ohio and did post graduate 
work in the Ohio Wesleyan School of Oratory. The following two years he 
taught public speaking and oratory in Muskingum College, Ohio. In 1914 
he returned to lowa and taught the same subjects in Penn College, Oska- 
loosa 

In the fall of 1916 Professor Dennis accepted an offer to become head of 
the department of public speaking and oratory at Simpson College, Indian- 
ola, lowa He is engaged in this position at the present time Under his 
direction Simpson debaters have won 22 debates out of a possible 36. 

Professor Dennis is a member of the National Association of Teachers of 
Speech and is president of the lowa Association of Teachers of Speech. He 
holds a degree of special distinction in the Pi Kappa Delta forensic frater- 
nity 
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Pl KAPPA DELTA IDEALS 








One of the aims that Pi Kappa Delta keeps constantly before its chapters 
is that of maintaining forensic activities on a high and dignified plane. The 
need of such an ideal has been emphasized by the pitiful behavior of repre- 
sentatives of some institutions who think more of winning decisions than 
they do of playing the game. Many of us are familiar with the team that 
cannot take a defeat, that feels that the judges have been prejudiced or 
have been influenced in their decisions by the winning team, that will even 
go so far as to accuse judges or their opponents—sometimes to their faces— 
of unfair dealing. We knew of one institution—not a Pi Kappa Delta one, 
we are glad to say—that had a card catalogue of hundreds of names of men 
who had served as judges in the state or who might be called upon to serve 
as judges. On each card was the political, religious, and social affiliation 
of the man, a record of his decisions in every debate in which he was known 
to have served, and a number of other things which we have forgotten. Out 
of a list of twenty names of prominent men submitted as judges for a de- 
bate with this institution, all were rejected. Now we know full well the un- 
satisfactory nature of the judge question, but we submit that this undue 
suspicion of everything and everybody in connection with a debate contest 
is not characteristic of a broad, fair-minded, cultured man or woman. We 
believe that the average man or woman is going to judge a debate to the 
best of his or her ability. The losing side may have the best arguments, 
but still may not present those arguments so as to convince the judges of 
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their superiority. Is not this what happens in real life? Let us give the 
average judge the benefit of the doubt and assume that he is going to be as 
honest as he can be. Let us not suspect anyone, either judge, team, or in- 
stitution, of unfair dealing unless we are forced to do so. And if we have 
really good reason to suspect a team of dishonesty, let us be dignified about 
it. Accept the decision courteously, as befits good sports and gentlemen, 
and as courteously refuse to have any further dealings with the institutions 
when future occasions arise to do so. From the very nature of things, dis- 
honesty and Pi Kappa Delta ideals cannot go together, therefore suspicion 
or undignified conduct should never occur between members of our Order. 
This spring will see a large number of debate teams from Pi Kappa Delta 
chapters engaging in contests with representatives of other chapters or of 
institutions which have chapters of some other forensic honorary society or 
which have no such chapter. Remember that Pi Kappa Delta as a whole is 
going to be judged by the conduct of its individuals. Be generous, be broad- 
minded, be courteous, be beautiful, be just in your conduct. Thus you will 
fulfill our ideals and will bring honor to our beloved Order. 


LETTER FROM A NATIONAL FOUNDER TO CHAPTERS 


We hope every chapter will be represented at Des Moines by at least one 
delegate. Send your orator at least, and if possible—a debate team or 
teams. 

We Californians from Redlands and Caltek will be there to tell you how 
we managed to get there—it being some trek for a humble debate team 
and orator to negotiate. We hope to clasp hands with delegates from Colby 
and Wofford and get some good films of this Atlantic to Pacific—Maine to 
California event. 

This is the fourth biennial convention and the fourth Redlands debate 
trip east to this event. It is the first convention for our friends from Caltek. 

We wish to urge every delegate who possibly can to stay through 
the entire convention until the gavel falls on the last session at the 
banquet Thursday evening. The Pi Kappa Delta Convention banquets are 
always the best session of all the convention program. No mistake! Hav- 
ing attended every session of all previous affairs, take it from Redlands 
that this is true! We know! Ask anybody who has ever been to the conven- 
tion and they will say the same thing. Come with plans to stay to the ban- 
quet. Don’t miss any of this convention. Such an affair does not usually 
come more than once in the college career of any student delegate, so plan 
to take it all in. 

As an added incentive to enjoy that big gab-fest after the convention, let 
us remind you that the second round in the California-Colorado Kidding 
Match takes place at that event. As lowa and Kansas always “horn in” on 
this affair, you may be sure there will be a warm time. 

Seriously, however, we are to have a noteworthy convention in Pi Kappa 
Delta history and many important things will be up for decision. We need 
the attention, advice and co-operation of every chapter’s delegation. J[.ook- 
ing forward to meeting your orators, debaters, and delegates, we are 

(Signed) THE REDLANDS DELEGATION, 
By EGBERT RAY NICHOLS. 





The Triangular Debate between Wesleyan, Williams and Amherst col- 
leges is to be on the 36 hour plan. The general subject will be known but 
the wording of the question will not be given to the debaters until 36 hours 
before the debate.—Ambherst Student. 
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LITERARY SOCIETIES AT THE KANSAS STATE AGRICULTURAL 
COLLEGE 


By J. Wheeler Barger, Kansas Gamma Chapter. 


The question of whether or not literary societies have outlived their days 
of usefulness certainly is not debatable at the Kansas State Agricultural 
College. The eight literary societies here are unsurpassed by any other 
group of organizations on the hill, not only in the advancement of literary 
activities but also in the accomplishment of all the worth while things of 
college life. 

More than five hundred persons are members of literary societies at K. 
S. A. C., not members in the sense that their names are on the roll,—for 
each society expells any person who without excuse absents himself for 
three consecutive meetings—but active members, up and doing. Of the 
eight societies, two are mixed, while three are composed of men, and the 
membership of three others is made up of “women only.” The latter six 
organizations have brother-sister arrangements between themselves. Two 
of the societies are members of national organizations. 

The women’s societies meet on Saturday afternoons, while the men’s 
hold their meetings on Saturday night. Only for unusual events will meet- 
ings be postponed because of conflicts. Each society has a room reserved 
exclusively for its use. These rooms are attractively furnished and decora- 
ted, and have the necessary equipment such as stage, upright or grand 
piano, for doing effective work. 

Every effort is put forth by the program committees to make the society 
meetings interesting and worth while. Music, readings, original papers, 
stunts, debates, extemporaneous speaking, oratorical contests, and imper- 
sonations are some of the features of the programs. Frequently special 
programs are given to celebrate such days as Easter, Thanksgiving, Christ- 
mas, Homecoming, and Mother’s Day. Nearly every society is backed by a 
strong alumni association, and in addition the societies are bound together 
by a central body known as the Inter-Society Council, which transacts mat- 
ters that are of common interest and that promote good fellowship among 
all the literary society members . 

Debate is managed by a committee of the inter-society council, and no 
person who is not a member of one of the “lits’”” may debate, unless he pays 
a fee, since the entire expense of debates is met by an assessment upon each 
literary society member. The council puts on annually a debate rally simi- 
lar to a pep meeting. These rallies are well attended and much interest in 
debate is stimulated by them. 

An inter-society play is put on during the first semester of the school 
year, and one of the biggest events of the second semester is the inter-so- 
ciety oratorical contests. Judges for these contests are secured from other 
colleges and universities. 


WINNER OF THE SPACE CONTEST 


Since our last issue, we find that the one of our exchanges which devoted 
most space to forensic news has been “The Huron Alphomega.” 

Second place goes to “The Holcad” of the Michigan Agricultural College, 
with the “Kalamazoo College Index” a close third. Other papers giving 
large space to forensics are “The Kilikilik” of Heidelberg, “The Kansas State 
Collegian.” “The Mac Weekly” of Macalester College, “The Echo,” of Colby 
College, “The Stylus” of Sioux Falls College, and “The Yankton Student.” 
Judging from some of our exchanges you would not know that oratory or 
debate or a Pi Kappa Delta chapter existed in the institution. 
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NICHOLS AS DRAMATIST 


The following clipping from the Redlands Daily Facts will be of interest 
to members of Pi Kappa Delta 

“Probably the greatest Christmas story ever written or told since the 
apostles of old wrote of the birth of the Christ, was unfolded before a big 
audience at the Wyatt last Tuesday evening when the University players 
and townspeople presented the most ambitious all-home talent production 
ever attempted in Redlands. 

“Professor Nichols has too often in the past shown his ability as a stage 
director to need the great praise that is his just due. The dramatization of one 
of the grandest stories ever put in the English language is one of which 
any playwright could be proud. And the production in its entirety was ex- 
act and wonderfully entertaining. And it was Professor Nichols, who not 
only wrote the pageant play, for that is what it is, but who coached the play- 
ers, who designed the unique three-stage plan by which the various scenes 
were given without the long waits for stage setting.” f 


RULES FOR ORATORICAL 


Rules governing the second national Pi Kappa Delta Oratorical Contest, 
to be held at the Fourth Biennial Convention, are to be found in the last 
fall’s issue of THE FORENSIC, Series 7, No. 2. Do not forget that orations 
must be in the hands of the National Secretary not later than March 10 
They shall not exceed 2000 words in length and shall not contain more than 
200 words of quotation, such quotations being indicated by proper marks, 
Each chapter may enter one orator who shall be an active member of the 
chapter with dues paid for the year. Each entrant shall pay an entrance 
fee of one dollar. The preliminary contests shall be held on the afternoon 
of March 28 and the final contest on the evening of March 29. Gold, Silver, 
and bronze medals are awarded to the winners of first, second, and third 
places, and a cup is awarded to the college represented by the winner of 
first place. 


NEW CHAPTERS 


We are pleased to announce the granting of charters to petitioning groups 
at Grand Island College, Grand Island, Nebraska (Nebraska Epsilon), North- 
ern Normal and Industrial School, Aberdeen, South Dakota (South Dakota 
Zeta), Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee (Tennessee Alpha), and Wil 
liam Jewel College, Libertyville, Missouri (Missouri Delta). Grand Island 
will strengthen the Order in Nebraska, being the fifth chapter in the State. 
The Northern Normal and Industrial School is a very alive institution whic): 
shows great forensic promise. Maryville College is the last link in a chain 
we have formed in the Southeast. It joins Franklin and Georgetown to 
Wofford and strategically holds a most important place. William Jewell has 
a splendid forensic tradition and will be a worthy companion to the Missouri 
chapters. To all of these new groups we bid a hearty welcome. We give 
you a cordial invitation to come to the Convention. 


OUR GROWTH 


Early in December the National Treasurer reported that all told Pi Kap- 
pa Delta had issued 1581 membership certificates. He had at the time of 
writing just sent off key order No. 874. We should like to see every mem- 
ber wearing a key. It would help us to grow. 


} 
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THE FIFTH BIENNIAL 


The National Council will entertain invitations from chapters wishing to 
act as host to the convention after this one. The location has been gradual- 
ly moving eastward from Topeka and Ottawa, Kansas, to Sioux City and 
Indianola, Iowa. If we continue to grow in an easterly and southerly di- 
rection, the place of meeting will have to move more in that direction. Our 
general policy should be to meet somewhere near the center of our Pi 
Kappa Delta population. 


NO NEWS 


Under “News Notes” it will be observed that quite a number of our chapters 
do not appear. This absence is due to two reasons. First, there are still a 
few—fortunately a very few—of the chapters which have not reported, even 
at this late date, the names of their officers and have not arranged for an 
exchange of their college paper with THE FORENSIC. Second, there are 
some chapters—quite a few of them—who have fulfilled all the necessary 
conditions and whose college papers are reaching us. These papers, how- 
ever, have little or no news relating to forensics, consequently we have 
nothing to put in under their heading. We consider it one of the marks of 
a good, thoroughly alive chapter to keep the college paper regularly supplied 
with news regarding oratory and debate. There is much complaint of lack 
of support of forensic activities on the part of student bodies. Not much 
support can be expected if those pledged by their Pi Kappa Delta vow to 
maintain interest in these activities do not use one of the chief means of 
keeping them before their particular student body. Some of our chapters 
are doing admirable work in this respect; and, as might be expected, these 
chapters are very much alive in every other respect. 


HOW THEY ARE DOING IT 


It is most encouraging to read in the exchanges of the enthusiastic way 
in which our chapters are raising the money to come to the Convention. 
The University of Redlands, Colorado Teachers College, and the Michigan 
Agricultural College chapters have given plays with great success. The boys 
of the California Institute of Technology, located just across from Tourna- 
ment Park where the famous Pasadena Tournament of Roses and East vs 
West Football Match occurs on New Year’s Day, put in a bid for parking 
space on the C. I. T., campus and thereby added a considerable sum to their 
Convention fund. The most original device has been that of the Colby 
chapter which staged an old fashioned spelling bee, which proved a riot of 
fun for participants as well as for onlookers. These are indications of the 
real Pi Kappa Delta spirit. Where there’s a will, there’s a way. All power 
to you. 


NOTE TO EXCHANGES 


All exchanges should be addressed to the Editor of the Forensic, Califor- 
nia Institute of Technology (Cal. Inst. of Tech.), Pasadena, California. The 
Editor has just had a bundle of Exchanges forwarded to him from Redlands. 
Our magazine is printed in Redlands but the material for it is prepared in 
Pasadena. 








s 
f 
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NEWS NOTES FROM THE CHAPTERS 





California Alpha—(University of Redlands)—The outstanding item of 
news from this chapter is the successful production of Dickens’ “Christmas 
Carol” on December 138th. An account of this is given elsewhere. The chap- 
ter netted a good round sum towards the defraying of the expenses of the 
debate trip next March.—The Freshman debaters won from the Sophomores 
in the annual Jacobsen cup debate. The question was that of gradual dis- 
armament. The U. of R. debate schedule includes contests with Occidental. 
Whittier, Southern California, California Institute of Technology, Willam- 
ette, Montana, Macalester, Aberdeen, Denver, Arizona, Brigham Young, 
and Pomona. 


California Gamma (California Institute of Technology)—This chapter has 
obtained a concession for the parking of automobiles at the great East vs. 
West football game on January 2nd. This game which forms part of the 
New Year’s program of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses is played in 
Tournament Park just across from the campus of the Institute. The chap- 
ter hopes by this means to raise sufficient money to send a delegate to the 
Convention. 


Colorado Alpha (Colorado Agricultural College) The debaters have de- 
bates scheduled with Colorado College, State Teachers’ College, Denver 
University, and the University of Wyoming. If plans mature, they will de- 
bate several teams in the Middle West in connection with the trip to the 
Convention. The different local student activities had representatives 
speak before the new freshman class telling about their work and 
inviting freshman cooperation. The man who represented the debating 
interests made an investigation in the deans’ offices and found that debaters 
earried on the average five more credit hours per semester than the mem- 
bers of any other activities which included athletics, dramatics, glee clubs, 
various societies and technical organizations. In addition they maintained 
a grade that was ten per cent better. Raymond Miller, graduate member 
of Colorado Alpha, now a county agent in agriculture, a position demanding 
much public speaking, told Professor Westfall that his experience and train- 
ing in debate had helped him as much as all the rest of his college work 
put together. Last year, for example, an oratorical contest was held among 
the county agents at their state convention. This convention was attended 
by more than county agents, as there were also representatives of the farm 
bureau from each county, and the contest was open to all delegates. The 
speaker from Mr. Miller’s county did not get there and he himself was called 
upon to enter with only half an hour’s preparation. There were twenty- 
nine speakers, most of whom had had plenty of time to prepare. The list 
of speakers included seven lawyers. Mr. Miller got fourth place and was 
the only one of the speakers who made any showing that had not a chance 
to prepare a speech. Edward House of Colorado Alpha is president of the C. 
A. C., student body, played this year on the football team, and will repre- 
sent the college in the National Oratorical at Indianola. 


Colorado Beta (Colorado Teachers’ College)—This chapter produced on 
December 15th Anatole France’s play entitled “The Man Who Married a 
Dumb Wife.” It was a great success and added a good sum to the fund 
which the chapter has for sending a delegation to the Convention. Profes- 
sor G. W. Finley, the debate coach played a leading part. The Colorado For- 
ensic Conference has arranged two men’s triangles, the southern one con- 
sisting of Colorado College, Denver University, and C. A. C., the northern 
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of C. T. C., University of Wyoming, and C. A. C. C. T. C., has also a dual 
women’s contest with Wyoming. 


Illinois Alpha (Illinois Wesleyan University)—Miss Nettie Shearer, the 
winner of the State Oratorical and the only woman competing in the event, 
will represent Illinois in the Inter-State Oratorical to be held in Indianapolis 
some time in April. Three new colleges, Augustana, Hedding, and Mt. Mor- 
ris have been admitted into the Illinois Intercollegiate Oratorical Associa- 
tion, which now consists of nine members. Wesleyan has arranged for a 
triangular and for a pentangular debate. The tringular consists of Wes- 
leyan, Northwestern, and Ripon; the pentangular, of the five Pi Kappa Delta 
institutions. An unusually large number are trying out for debate this year 
at Illinois Wesleyan. Miss Shearer has been elected president of “The 
Masquers,” a dramatic organization at Illinois Wesleyan. 


Illinois Beta (Eureka College)—Pegasus, the college paper, makes a stir- 
ring appeal for debaters in a recent issue. At the tryouts, which are open 
to any student of the college, speeches were limited to five minutes and re- 
buttals to two. Candidates were allowed to speak on either side of the 
question. 


illinois Gamma (Carthage College)—A debate team from the Sophomore 
class defeated one from the Freshman class in a spirited debate on Philippine 
Independence. The Class of '24 thus had the honor of being the first class to 
have its name inscribed upon a silver cup presented by Mr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Beckman to the annual winners of the Freshman-Sophomore debate. This 
debate was the first event in the year’s forensic program planned under the 
auspices of Illinois Gamma. In a recent issue of the Carthage Collegian the 
chapter thanked the donors. A women’s debate between Carthage and Par- 
sons will open the intercollegiate debate season for Carthage. In selecting 
the teams, members of the chapter acted as judges. 


Illinois Delta (Bradley Polytechnic Institute)—B. P. L, has been in- 
strumental in the formation of an intercollegiate cratorical league composed 
of colleges not at present represented in the Illinois Oratorical Association. 
Bradley has a heavy debate schedule for the year. In addition to the 
pentangular contests, she expects to debate the Colorado Aggies at Peoria, 
and perhaps Montana Aggies and Coe College. 


illinois Epsilon (Hedding College)—College paper has just begun to come. 
Hedding was to meet the Franklin College team in debate on its way to the 
convention, but the latest report is that this contest is canceled. 


Indiana Alpha (Franklin College)—We are glad to welcome “The Frank- 
lin,” the college paper. Franklin College expects to meet Hedding College 
as its delegates are on their way to the Convention. A Convention Commit- 
tee is raising money for the trip. It looks, too, as if Franklin would meet 
William Jewell. The annual oratorical contest was held on December 14th. 
A $50 prize is awarded to the winner of this contest by the Chicago Alumni 
Association. The winner will also represent Franklin in the State Ora- 
torical at Earlham College next February. A forensic society has charge of 
all class and society debates and oratorical contests at Franklin. 


lowa Alpha (lowa Wesleyan University)—No news. The chapter has not 
reported its officers for the year. 


lowa Epsilon (Simpson College)—The chapter is preparing to entertain 
the Convention at which from all indications there will be a record-breaking 
attendance. The home oratorical contest for the John H. Horsley gold 
medal took place on December 12th. The winner represents Simpson in the 
National Pi Kappa Delta Oratorical at Simpson. 
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lowa Zeta (Parsons College)—We are not receiving the Portfolio this 
year. 


Kansas Beta (Washburn College)—We are not receiving the college paper 
in exchange for THE FORENSIC which we are sending. 


Kansas Gamma (Kansas State Agricultural College)—The _ intercolle- 
giate debates have been prepared for by intersociety contests held among 
the eight literary societies at K. 5. A. C. ‘There was keen competition for 
places, nearly one hundred persons trying out. An annual intersociety de- 
bate rally did much to stimulate interest in the activity. Members of Kan- 
sas Gamma have been taking turns at entertaining the chapter at dinner. 


Kansas Delta (Southwestern College)—This chapter has not reported its 
officers for the year. From the Southwestern Collegian which is reaching 
us we learn that Southwestern will have a very heavy debate schedule this 
season, meeting Friends, Bethel, Fairmount, Emporia Normal, and Pittsburg 
Normal. In addition, on its way to the Convention, the delegation will 
meet several institutions, including William Jewell and Missouri Valley. 
In the women’s triangular with which the season started Southwestern won 
from Washburn unanimously and lost by a two to one decision to the Col- 
lege of Emporia. 


Kansas Epsilon (Fairmount College)—This chapter has not reported of- 
ficers for the year. The college paper is coming irregularly. No news. 


Kansas Zeta (Kansas State Normal School)—Fifteen men and eighteen 
women have signed up for debate in this school. The season opens with a 
debate with K. S. A. C., on January 13th. Professor Gilson of this chapter 
spent the second week of December on a reading and impersonation tour in 
western Kansas. A survey of the grades of different student organizations 
at K. S. N. placed Pi Kappa Delta second out of a list of twenty-one. 


Kentucky Alpha (Georgetown College)—The Georgetonian reports very 
healthy literary society activity in this college. 


Maine Alpha (Colby College)—Great enthusiasm for debate prevails in 
Colby because of the trip to the Convention. The team expects to debate 
five times on the trip. Colby will have its usual number of home debates. 
A unique method of raising money to help to defray the expenses of the 
Convention trip was an old fashioned spelling bee, engineered by Dr. Her- 
bert Libby, the Colby debate coach. The Echo characterizes the Bee as a 
riot of fun, especially for the spectators. 


Michigan Alpha (Kalamazoo College)—Miss Helen Ward will represent 
Kalamazoo College in the Michigan Oratorical League. She won the local 
contest with an oration entitled “The Dependent Home.” William Schrier 
won the men’s contest. Kalamazoo opened her season with a debate with 
the Michigan State Normal College, the affirmative winning by a two to one 
decision and the negative losing by the same decision. 


Michigan Delta (Michigan Agricultural College)—Michigan Delta initiated 
Professor Weaver of the English department and Professor Milne, the de- 
bate coach. A public appearance in some form of forensic activity is one of 
the final initiation requirements of all candidates at this chapter, members 
of the faculty not being exempt. To satisfy this condition, the two neophyte 
professors were pitted against one another in a public debate on the dis- 
armament question. In the case of these two men, the chapter waived its 
rule of withholding the names of persons honored with membership in Pi 
Kappa Delta until they appear on the platform. On the day of initiation, 
these two professors wore dashing sashes of cherry and white until the 
ceremony in the evening. After it had been performed a banquet was held. 
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The after-dinner toasts were in the form of a mock trial, with the toast- 
master acting as judge. One speaker presented “The Plaintiff's Case,” Pro- 
fessor Milne responded with “The Defense.” The two following speakers 
produced “The Evidence” and gave “The Verdict.” In concluding, the judge 
found the prisoners guilty of forensic ability and sentenced them to member- 
ship in the Pi Kappa Delta. The Michigan Aggie debaters hold their regu- 
lar triangular with Purdue and Iowa State College. They are hoping to go 
farther west to meet teams from some of the other Agricultural Colleges. 
Money for the trip has been raised by a performance of the play “Green 
Stockings,’ which proved a great success. Much enthusiasm has been 
evinced this year at M. A. C. 


Michigan Epsilon (Michigan State Normal College)—The chapter has 
@ new president, Burton D. Wood. Richard Ford, the former president, is 
leaving college at the end of the first semester to continue his studies in 
France. In the local oratorical contests held early in December Florence 
Larson and Harry Lynch were chosen to represent the college at the inter- 
collegiate oratorical contests next spring. 


Minnesota Alpha (Macalester College)—Herbert Gaston, editor of the 
“Minnesota Daily Star,” spoke to the members and guests of Minnesota 
Alpha of Pi Kappa Delta on the “Open and Closed Shop” at an informal 
cafeteria dinner, Tuesday, December 6, in the St. Paul Y. W. C. A. The 
speaker expressed his willingness to answer questions at the close of his 
talk and explained a number of points of special interest to those expecting 
to debate on this question. Macalester Freshmen, taking the negative of 
the Closed Shop question, defeated the Sophomores by a unanimous decis- 
ion. Macalester is facing a tremendous debate schedule. She debates N. 
N. I. S., at Aberdeen, Huron, Morningside, St. Olaf’s, and Lawrence. She will 
have a women’s debate with St. Olaf and Gustavus Adolphus. On March 27 
she is scheduled to debate the University of Redlands in St. Paul. It will 
be an open forum debate in a large auditorium down town and it is hoped 
that the Mayor of St. Paul will preside. The Labor press of the Twin Cities 
has already noticed the debate and will carry advertisements later. The 
annual Stringer Oratorical Contest was won by Enrique Sobrepena, a Fili- 
pino Sophomore student with an oration entitled “A Plea for Philippine In- 
dependence.” The prize is twenty-five dollars in cash, given by Mrs. String- 
er in memory of her husband. Mr. Sohrepena may represent Macalester in 
the State Oratorical. 


Missouri Beta (Park College)—-Park is a member of the Kansas-Missouri 
Pentangular League. In addition to Park, Baker, Ottawa, Emporia, and Wil- 
liam Jewell are members. The question selected this year by the League 
for their debate is that of the Kansas Court of Industrial Relations. 


Montana Beta (Montana State College)—-Montana State has received of- 
fers to debate teams from the Michigan Agricultural College and from Penn- 
sylvania State College on the western tours which representatives of these 
institutions expect to make in the spring. A debating society has been 
formed by Leon Sayers, President of Pi Kappa Delta and Commissioner of 
Forensics at Montana State. This society is to bear the name of the Coffee 
Club and has been formed to give those interested in debate experience in 
order that they may later on try for college teams. The Montana State de- 
bate schedule includes debates with Utah State, South Dakota State, North 
Dakota Agricultural, and University of Montana. Arrangements are also 
being made for a series of no decision debates with a team from the Univer- 
sity of Montana. 


Nebraska Alpha (Nebraska Wesleyan University)—At the third annual 
celebration of Armistice Day, Thomas Q. Harrison delivered an oration. 
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Mr. Harrison represented Wesleyan at a student conference on disarma- 
ment held in Chicago on November 13 and was there elected as state chair- 
man for Nebraska. 


Nebraska Beta (Cotner University)—This chapter has full charge of all 
forensics at Cotner. It is planning to hold regular meetings at which some 
prominent speaker will give an address. Invitations have been extended to 
Professor Fogg, head of the State High School Debating League, and to Pro- 
fessor George Foster of the University Law School. The debate schedule 
for the year includes contests with Doane, Wesleyan, Hastings, and Kear- 
ney; and possibly will also include debates with South Dakota University, 
Denver University, Washburn College, and Colorado College. 


Nebraska Delta (Hastings College)—Very spirited intersociety debates 
are preparing the material for the intercollegiate contests at Hastings. 


Ohlo Alpha (Baldwin-Wallace College)—A new literary society for wom- 
en, Gamma Sigma, has been formed at Baldwin-Wallace. John H. Lamy 
was the winner of the annual Inter-society Oratorical Contest on December 
12. His oration, “Rebuilding the Walls,” dealt with the permanent peace 
problem. Mr. Lamy will renresent the college in the intercollegiate con- 
test in the spring. Professor Chester E. MacLean, formerly debate coach 
at Baldwin-Wallace, is now at Beloit, Wisconsin. Debates are to be held 
with Heidelberg, Wittenberg, Hiram, and Muskingum. 


Ohio Beta (Heidelberg University)—Through the efforts of the chapter, 
Heidelberg will be represented for the first time by a women’s debating 
team. A squad of sixteen was chosen from forty contestants. In selecting 
debaters, the judges considered not only the speeches, but the amount of 
material obtained, attendance at debate meetings, and other factors which 
might stamp the student as a debater. The Heidelberg debate season will 
probably begin on February 11 with a contest with Akron University. De- 
bates are scheduled with Baldwin-Wallace and Ohio Northern. Challenges 
have been received from Colby and the Colorado Aggies. Mr. W. B. Bliss. 
assistant state superintendent of schools in Ohio has been elected an hon- 
orary member of Ohio Beta. Members of the chapter have formed a basket- 
ball team for recreation. They are known as the Pekedees. 


Oklahoma Alpha (Oklahoma A. &. M. College)—No news. Not sending 
the college paper in exchange for THE FORENSIC. 


Oklahoma Beta (University of Tulsa)—The Juniors won by default the 
Junior-Senior debate. The Collegian states that the prospects are good this 
year for debate and oratory. 


South Carolina Alpha (Wofford College)—We are pleased to welcome The 
Wofford College Journal, a monthly literary magazine of excellent merit. 
The chapter is much interested in the Convention and hopes to have at 
least one representative there. 


South Dakota Beta (Huron College)—A new men’s literary society, Tau 
Theta Rho, has been organized at Huron. Huron has a most extensive for- 
ensic program for the year. Herman Sweet, last year’s president of South 
Dakota Beta, and editor of the Alphomega, has had his editorials given first 
—_ in a State Journalism contest. He was given second place on news 
content. 


South Dakota Gamma (Yankton College)—The women debaters are pre- 
paring for a triangular to be held in February with Dakota Wesleyan and 
Morningside. 
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South Dakota Delta (South Dakota State College)—No news. We are 
not receiving the Industrial Collegian in exchange for THE FORENSIC 
which we are sending. 


South Dakota Epsilon (Sioux Falls College)—Dean F. McSloy will repre- 
sent Sioux Falls College at the State Intercollegiate Oratorical contest to be 
held at Aberdeen on February 10. He won a prize of $25. The title of his 
oration was “Criminal Toleration.” At an Alumni banquet, Professor L. E. 
Nelson speaking on the history of forensics in Sioux Falls College, stated 
that out of the last thirteen debates, nine had been won, and in five ora- 
torical contests, three first places had been secured. 


Texas Alpha (Southwestern University)—Active preparations for inter- 
collegiate debate are under way. Southwestern is a member of a triangu- 
lar league of which Texas Christian University and Trinity are the other 
two members. A women’s team may meet one from the University of Texas. 

Wisconsin Alpha (Ripon College)—Competition for places on the debate 
teams has never been so keen at Ripon as it is this year. The Heavy 
schedule of debates includes one with Bowdoin. 





EXCHANGES 





(Yankton Student) 


There are four main factors, in student affairs, which advertise a college. 
In the first place there is the factor of victorious athletic teams. That this, 
at the present time, is the most potent is undisputed. Victorious athletic 
teams always will receive a large amount of fame and publiciy. Another 
factor is winning orators and debaters. This too is an important side of col- 
legiate activity. And still another line of collegiate endeavor which is 
strongly emphasized as an advertising factor is fine glee clubs. And lastly, 
but of as great or greater importance than any other of the foregoing stands 
progressive journals or college papers. 

We have then, four main ways of advertising a college through student 
affairs. Each factor involved requires different talent or ability. Surely, 
with such a wide range of activities from which to choose, every one of us 
can fit in some line of work which shall prove an advertising medium to 
the College. 

A college contest in oratory is open to the diffident that he may learn of 
his own ability. Is open to the bashful that he may stand before men and 
women to exhibit his nerve. It is a benefit to the egotist if defeat draws 
him to the plane of his fellow students and teaches him that ordinary ability 
is common to man. It is a benefit to all participants when defeat is a stim- 
ulus to greater effort, and victory is followed by a modest conception of 
one's own ability. 

(Hope College Anchor) 


Kazoo College has chosen eight men to represent her in debating. She hag 
strong material and is very confident of success. “If we don’t wallop any 
possible opponents, we are surely misplacing our confidence, for we have a 
firm conviction that these new teams of ours have not only the fight-’em 
stuff in them that we occasionally hear mentioned in Kazoo but they have 
the Zazoo beat-’em quality that we cannot ignore.” That's the spirit, Kazoo. 
We're glad to see it. We surely are glad too that you can count on us as 
one of your “possible” or impossible opponents. 
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(Ripon College Days) 


From time to time new devices appear which attempt to aid a man in 
finding out whether or not he possesses any of that mysterious something 
called an education. The thing that has “been all the rage” for the past few 
years is the propounding of various questions which will give evidence as 
to whether or not a person is educated. A professor of the University of 
Chicago offers the following series of tests, which, he avows, are the best 
evidences of a real education. They certainly are worked out on a sound 
basis and college people would do well to read them carefully. 

Has it made you public-spirited? 

Has it made you a brother to the weak? 

Have you learned to make friends and keep them? 

Do you know what it is to be a friend to yourself? 

Can you look and honest man or a pure woman in the eye? 

Do you see anything to love in a little child? 

Can you be high-minded and happy in the drudgeries of life? 

Do you think that washing dishes and hoeing corn is just as compatible 
with high thinking as playing the piano or golf? 

Are you good for anything yourself? 

Can you be happy alone? 

Can you look into a mud puddle by the wayside and see a clear sky? 

Can you see anything in the puddle but mud? 


. 


(Huron Alphomega) 


There is one danger accruing from our string of inter-society and class 
debates which are now under way. The danger is this; students who have 
tried out for the inter-society team and have failed, or those who have 
placidly stood by and watched their fraternal brothers do the work seem to 
think that with the selection of the teams for these debates they 
are through with forensics for the year. Do not make such a 
sad mistake. The few people who can be included in the teams 
for the inter-college debates certainly should not constitute the num- 
ber who make an effort to place on the teams for intercollegiate contest. 
Nor does failure to secure a place on the society or class team in any way 
indicate that he stands little chance in the all-college tryouts. The driver 
‘in a ten mile race does not quit because his car is behind at the end of the 
first lap. Very often he wins in the end. Don’t forget about forensics when 
your first little effort has failed. Let’s keep on trying to the very end. 


(Colorado Teachers’ Mirror) 


They tell us that there are a “select few” who run things in C. T. C., and 
they say it in an accusing tone of voice, as though our college should be 
ashamed of those who presume to take the initiative. 

It igs very true that there are often only a “select few” who support the 
college activities. For instance, it is sometimes the “select few” who alone 
‘show enough enthusiasm to put over a football game; and it is often left 
to the “select few” to stand by the team in the hour of defeat. (There are 
plenty of boosters after a victory). 

The “select few” it is who have enough patriotism and spirit to aspire 
to do things in the college, and who have pep enough to work—really work 
—for the realization of their ideal. The “select few’ spend time and energy 
in the effort to instill college spirit into those who, instead of putting a 
shoulder to the wheel and boosting for the college with all their might, 
rather choose to hold aloof and criticize what the others try to do. 

We wonder if that word “select” is rightly chosen. We wonder if “loyal” 
wouldn’t be a better word. 
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(Heidelberg Killkllik) 


What will be the future of forensics at Heidelberg? What will be the 
future of forensics in the American college? The answer to the latter 
question will serve as the reply to the former. An absolutely impartial 
comparison cannot be made between Heidelberg and the colleges with 
which she competes. While H. U. has only from one-half to one-sixth as 
many students as the other Ohio colleges, yet she has met, successfully, in 
all activities, the schools of the state. 

In any college there are two general kinds of activities. The one is phy- 
sical, the other intellectual. The last decade has seen a considerable ad- 
vance in the physical aspect of collegiate activities. The new O. S. U., 
stadium, costing enough money to send seven hundred and fifty men 
through college and equip them for life, is typical of the trend of athletics 


today. Thousands of students traveling hundreds of miles, to see their 
team play, is only another evidence of the hold which physical sports are 
getting upon the lives and conduct of American students. This atmosphere 


has made its way into the confines of the Christian colleges, everywhere, 
and, whereas, a college formerly was judged by its scholastic standing, now 
it is judged by the strength of its athletic teams. This new situation hag 
been instrumental in placing the intellectual activities in the background. 
The war caused a revolution in college activities, but it did not weaken the 
desire for athletics; on the contrary, it strengthened it. Many schools have 
been unable to recover their former place in forensic activities. Many are 
the institutions which have given up debate, since the war, with the sole 
reason that there is no enthusiasm for those activities which savor of in- 
tellectual skill. 


Those who are familiar with the situation at Heidelberg know that it was 
with considerable difficulty that H. U., resumed her forensic activities at 
the close of the war. Only by good fortune did our college stage a “come- 
back” while many other schools were slumping into obscurity. Many were 
the days three years ago, and two years ago, when We did not know if we 
would have successful debate teams to hold up our most excellent record. 
But things are changing. The law of pivotal points is coming into opera- 
tion—the pendulum is swinging back again. If Heidelberg can pass through 
the coming year and next year, and still maintain her prestige, then her 
forensic future is assured. When Ripon college made its successful three 
thousand mile debating tour through the East last Spring, a new era in col 
lege forensics was inaugurated. Schools are beginning to learn that a suc 
cessful debating team means as much to them as a successful football team. 

Through the installation of Pi Kappa Delta, together with much hard 
labor, Heidelberg is lifting her head in the forensic world. A recent chal- 
lenge from Colby College, Maine, places Heidelberg on a higher plane than 
ever before. If those in charge of the debate had the financial support 
which is given in some colleges, it would only be a matter of time until 
Tiffin would be as well known, in a forensic way, as Ripon. The large 
number of candidates for the debating teams, the high standard that we 
have won during our short cofnection with Pi Kappa Delta, has placed 
Heidelberg in good standing in the eyes of those who are championing for- 
ensics. Our task this year is to produce teams better than ever before and 
to train debaters for next year. Our future hangs on the latter. 


For the first time in the history of the University of California, a de- 
baters’ rally will be held. The team that will represent the University in 
the debate with Stanford December 2, will be given a send-off on Wednes- 
day evening. Several prominent speakers, among them President David P. 
Barrows, will address the meeting. 
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(Eureka College Pegasus) 


Besides being a help to your school, your debating will not be without 
personal benefits. A thorough acquaintance with a big national question, 
sorting issues from details, preparing a case and delivering it before the 
public certainly comprise a valuable experience. Moreover, collegiate cred- 
it is extended to the members of the team. | 

To be sure, there is not the enthusiasm behind debating that there is be- 
hind some other school activities, but the reasons for this situation do not 
need to be discussed. However, debating does have a place and quite a lit- 
tle support. The way to build up a debating machine is to lend a little time 
and effort. From the point of view of the past, now is the time to start an 
enlargement campaign. Build on past victories and success. 

To those of us who often come to grief because of a poor memory for 
words the following is comforting: 

Theodore Roosevelt at school was required to write essays, deliver ora- 
tions and “speak pieces” just as are all school boys in these modern days, 
and his playmates still delight to relate how “Ted” brought down the house 
by his method of rendering that old stand-by “Marco Bozzaris.” Every- 
body knows at least the beginning of the stirring poem. 

“At midnight in his guarded tent, 

The Turk lay dreaming of the hour 

When Greece, her knees in suppliance bent, 

Should tremble at his power.” 

When young Roosevelt’s turn came to speak, he arose and with all his 
confidence began: 

“At midnight in the guarded tent, 

The Turk lay dreaming of the hour, 

When Greece, her knees——” 

Then his memory failed him and he repeated: 

“Greece, her knees——” 

The old professor looked over his spectacles and remarked encouragingly: 
“Greece her knees once more, Theodore; perhaps she'll go then.”—Times- 
Herald. 


a 


(Kalamazoo College Index) | 


There were several things in evidence which show the caliber of the 
coach that is handling our debate teams. First is the through and through 
knowledge of the question which our men have secured by days and nights 
of hard steady plugging at everything that might throw any light on any 
angle of the problem of the closed shop. Second is the policy of the attack. 
It is one of Coach Brees’ axioms to attack nothing that cannot be hit hard 
and directly and to leave alone that which igs too involved for discussion in 
limited time, but to choose a few strategic points and hit them repeatedly. 
This policy of concentration on a few vital points is the policy that is going 
to pull us through to some important victories later in the season. Just 
wait and see. 


(Sioux Falls College Stylus) 


Sioux Falls College is fortunate in having very strong dramatics, debate 
and oratorical teams. Last spring the Academy Class of ’21 put on “Twelfth 
Night,” and many people woke up to the fact that Sioux Falls College can 
develop talented students. Let our dramatics, debate, and oratorical teams 
be so strong that the people of Sioux Falls and South Dakota will appreciate 
the merit of our institution. The college has the opportunity to take its de- 
bate teams, dramatic club, and orators before the various men’s and wom- 
en’s clubs which are boosting Sioux Falls. This would be a big boost for 
Sioux Falls College. 
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(The Holcad—Michigan Aggies) 


Aside from financial support which is more or less in everybody's power, 
individual support of the team is necessary. A football coach once said that 
you could not make a good first team without a good second team, and the 
analogy will hold for debating. The more men available to put against the 
selected few to assail their arguments, hurl new views of the situation at 
them and generally maul them around over the literary coals in formal and 
informal debate, the better the chosen ones will be. While the turnout at 
present is good, Milne wants a lot more men, he wants some with pep. 
Freshmen should make use of this opportunity to get a start in a fascinat- 
ing field of work. Whoever you are, if you can take an idea, instill your 
pep into it and then tell the world about it in a direct, I-stand back of what- 
I-say manner, turn out and help the old college. Let’s keep Milne awake 
nights figuring out what he is going to do with all his men 
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